Letter from Vice Chancellor for Research
Congratulations to the Department of Orthopaedics and Rehabilitation on
the publication of the first issue of University of New Mexico Orthopaedics Research
Journal. This is another notable accomplishment for the faculty, fellows, residents,
staff, and students whose work is highlighted in it.
Each year the UNM Health Sciences Center continues to make
extraordinary progress in expanding its research efforts to improve the health
and quality of life for New Mexicans. Despite recent fiscal challenges at the
university, state, and national levels, researchers at our institution were awarded
a record amount of grant funds totaling $147,000,000 in FY 2011. This success
demonstrates the commitment of faculty and staff to building the research
enterprise and cultivating an environment of innovation and scientific excellence.
The Department of Orthopaedics and Rehabilitation is an outstanding example of how, as an institution,
we are succeeding in our mission: to provide an opportunity for our students to obtain an outstanding education;
to advance research in areas of health that address the needs of our communities; and to ensure that all populations
in our state are provided with the highest quality of health care. As a comprehensive musculoskeletal program,
the Department provides an education to future health professionals in all areas of orthopaedics, including hand
microsurgery, knee replacement surgery, musculoskeletal oncology, trauma, pediatric orthopaedics, and sports medicine.
Residents and fellows are given training in the latest innovations in the field and encouraged to pursue research
through a curriculum in both basic science and clinical research. The Department is renowned for its advances in
microsurgical techniques and its hand surgery program, which was the first academic division of hand surgery in the
nation. Faculty in the program inspire students through novel research methods, such as Dr. DeCoster’s collaboration
with engineers in the study of traumatic knee dislocations, and Dr. Mercer’s study of operative techniques to increase
joint stability in the thumb.
The Orthopaedics and Rehabilitation program at UNM is also unique in its commitment to patient care and
meeting the needs of people across the state. For example, its Pediatric Outreach Clinics provide care to children with
musculoskeletal health issues in communities that otherwise do not have access to orthopaedic specialists. Doctors,
residents, and researchers go to these communities to visit patients, screen for pathologies, help people decide on
treatment plans, and educate others on the latest knowledge in the field. The department is also closely connected to
the UNM Hospital’s Trauma Center, the only Level-1 trauma center in the state, and handles nearly one-fourth of the
surgeries performed at UNMH.
It is an honor to write on behalf of the Department of Orthopaedics and Rehabilitation. Plans are currently
underway to build a new comprehensive center that will house all of its clinical and research facilities under one roof.
We can look forward to exciting developments in its training and research programs.
Sincerely,
Richard Larson MD, PhD
Vice Chancellor for Research
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